
We are so excited for you to seek our education with this 
handbook. 
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Rabbit 
Manual

Introduction
Save A Bun Rabbit Rescue (SABRR) is recognized as a 501(c)3
nonprofit, tax-exempt organization dedicated to ending rabbit
homelessness. 

SABRR purpose is to rescue unwanted rabbits in the Treasure Valley and
surrounding areas and to educate the public on responsible rabbit
ownership.

We take in abandoned and surrendered rabbits. Have them
spayed/neutered with a licensed veterinarian and find them new loving
homes

We rescue the most vulnerable of all animals (rabbits) by giving them the
voice they do not have.

Our passion is to end the dumping, surrendering and misunderstanding of
Rabbits by educating the public on how to take proper care of rabbits and
to not purchase rabbits commercially. 

Our Objectives; to end bunny homelessness, foster rabbits and get them
into more permanent homes that are prepared for all the commitments of
keeping a rabbit, rehabilitation and placement of abandoned rabbits, giving
the public free education regarding correct rabbit care and the importance
of spaying and neutering to help prevent the overpopulation problem
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Our strength lies in our dedicated Volunteers and ability to run our rescue
by having loving, caring, non judgmental, patient and kind people that have
agreed to work not just as volunteers but as a family unit. 5 star service and
non judgment of potential surrender’s situations. 

Rabbits can not make noise to show problems. We are sometimes the only
advocate that they will ever have. 

Our Mission; Rescuing rabbits in the Treasure Valley through adoptions and
education, rabbits are the third most dumped animal and are often
misunderstood.

Our Motto; “Giving a rabbit a lifetime of love”

Our Vision; To create a community of people who are knowledgeable of the
care and keeping of rabbits and to make a dent in ending bunny
homelessness.

The organization will come to an end when the overpopulation and abuse of
rabbits has been eliminated.

Our Values; We believe that every single rabbit deserves a fair chance at life
and finding their perfect home, We make our greatest attempt to give every
rabbit a great life, We love to promote the special human and rabbit bond
that can be made, We work on mending and cultivating the behavioral,
medical, social, mental, and emotional needs of the rabbits in our care.

Where Do The Rabbits Come From; Community dumping and human
surrenders, overbreeding, and livestock stores.
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10:00
Friday, 14 January

CONTACT US

208-971-9401

www.saveabunrabbitrescue.com

Meet us at Petco, Petco
dates are on the website

saveabunrabbitrescue@g
mail.com
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"THE DAY IS ARRIVING WHEN YOUR FOSTER/ADOPTED
RABBIT IS READY TO TAKE HOME. QUESTION IS, HOW DO I

EVEN BEGIN TO PREPARE FOR THE ARRIVAL OF MY NEW
BUNNY?"

This manual is to help you with
the education of the care and
keeping of rabbit(s). Included in
the manual is lots of information
about the care and keeping of
your new rabbit. 

If you have any questions please do
not hesitate to call, text, or email Save
A Bun rabbit Rescue at (208)971-9401 
 saveabunrabbitrescue@gmail.com

PREPARING FOR THE
BUNNY ARRIVAL

Our volunteers work very hard to counteract rabbit
education perceptions.
Most rabbits are either bred and slaughtered or kept in
laboratories. Even as pets, rabbits bear a heavy load of
abuse. Typically kept alone in small outdoor hutches or
indoor cages, these animals spend their lives in lonely
isolation, deprived of exercise, medical attention, human
or animal contact, and, often, appropriate food, or
freshwater. Many other rabbits are dumped in parks,
forests, and by highways when their humans are tired of
them; an uncountable number are also euthanized in
animal shelters.

We owe our success to our volunteers and our
donors and supporters of the rescue. Without our
volunteers, who without pay and on the side of their
"regular" jobs, put tons of hours of work into
educational and rescue work, we would cease
functioning. But equally important are our members,
who support us financially from year to year. 

SAVE A BUN RABBIT
RESCUE

QUESTIONS?
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Talk to  adopt ion s  coord i nator  
You will talk to a Save A Bun Rabbit Rescue
adoption coordinator about either adopting
or fostering a rabbit from the rescue.

V i ew rabb i t s
We urge you to take some time to consider the type of
rabbit that will best fit your lifestyle and to remember
that rabbit ownership is not a decision that should be
taken lightly. Owning a rabbit means taking on the
responsibility of caring for the rabbit through its entire
life, which in many cases can mean a 12-year
commitment.

Come mee t  the  rabb i t s
You can meet us at Petco, the rescue, or we can
come to your home and bring rabbits to you.
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 ADOPTION POLICY

RETURNS
If there are problems with the adopted rabbit(s), the adopter is required

to return the rabbit(s) to the rescue immediately. We do want you to
know that the adoption fee is then to be seen as a donation to the rescue.  

EXCHANGES
Save A Bun Rabbit Rescue does not exchange rabbits.

EDUCATION
It is a requirement to go through the education program. 

ADOPTION FEE
Save A Bun Rabbit Rescue's adoption fees cannot be refunded, since we

are federally organized as a tax-exempt, non-profit organization.
Adoption fees are;
1 rabbit - $125.50 

Bonded pairs - $230
Three rabbits - $350

Each additional rabbit another $100
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PRIMARY CAREGIVER
When a rabbit is adopted from Save A Bun Rabbit Rescue, the primary

caregiver must be a responsible adult. The rabbit should be treated as an
integral part of the family. No group ownership (such as classroom pet).

SOCIAL REQUIREMENTS
If the rabbit is going to be alone (example; without the company of

people and of household pets for long periods of time) we then
recommend that the fosterer foster a second rabbit as a companion to the

first rabbit they are adopting



 ADOPTION POLICY
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SPAYING AND NEUTERING
All rabbits are spayed and neutered prior to the time of the adoption.

This service is provided by the rescue's vet Eastgate Clinic. Save A Bun
RR does not do their own spays and neuters. 

PERMANENT ADOPTIONS
Your adoption(s) is presumed to be permanent. However, if you are

unable to keep your adopted rabbit due to unforeseen circumstances, it is
REQUIRED to return the rabbit to the rescue immediately.  



ADOPTION

I will allow a reasonable amount of time for the rabbit to adjust to a new
environment 

If the rabbit is lost or stolen I am to notify Save A Bun Rabbit Rescue and I am to make
every attempt to recover the rabbit.

I will NOT give or sell the rabbit(s) to another person, relative, or any other individual,
or another rescue/shelter.

I will not remove the rabbit's microchip

I will immediately notify Save A Bun Rabbit Rescue in the event of the rabbit's death if
it were to happen.

I will immediately notify Save A Bun Rabbit Rescue of any changes to address, phone
number, or email address.

I will immediately notify Save A Bun Rabbit Rescue if I need to return the rabbit(s) to
the rescue for any reason.

I agree to adopt the rabbit(s) at my own risk, and indemnify and release Save A Bun
Rabbit Rescue of any and all liability arising from damages to person(s) or property
caused by the adopted rabbit(s).

If Save A Bun Rabbit Rescue is forced to take action to enforce this agreement, I agree
to indemnify Save A Bun Rabbit Rescue for all court costs and attorney's fees
connected to such action.
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 FOSTER POLICY

PRIMARY CAREGIVER
When a rabbit is fostered out by Save A Bun Rabbit Rescue, the primary

caregiver must be a responsible adult.

SOCIAL REQUIREMENTS
If the rabbit is going to be alone (example; without the company of

people and of household pets for long periods of time) we then
recommend that the fosterer foster a second rabbit as a companion to the

first rabbit they are fostering.

RETURNS
If there are problems with the foster rabbit(s), the fosterer is required to

return the rabbit(s) to the rescue immediately. 

EXCHANGES
Save A Bun Rabbit Rescue does not exchange rabbits.

EDUCATION
It is a requirement to go through the foster education program. 

FEES
Daily costs to care for the rabbit is the responsibly of the fosterer. Vet
care will be covered by the rescue as long as the rabbit is taken to the

rescue's vet, Eastgate Clinic at (208)336-3278

FOSTER PERIOD
The foster period is three months long. At the end of the three months it
is required for the fosterer to make the decision of either returning the
rabbit or to go forward with the adoption, at that point of choosing

adoption the adoption fee is to be paid.
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FOSTER

I agree that I am fostering the rabbit for Save A Bun Rabbit Rescue and that I do not
have any rights of ownership over the foster rabbit.

I will allow a reasonable amount of time for the rabbit to adjust to a new
environment 

Save A Bun Rabbit Rescue will cover any veterinary expenses for the rabbit, provided
that the care is pre-approved by Save A Bun Rabbit Rescue. The bunny is then taken
to Save A Bun Rabbit Rescue's vet. I agree that in the case of an emergency, I am to
make every attempt to contact Save A Bun Rabbit Rescue.

If the rabbit is lost or stolen I am to notify Save A Bun Rabbit Rescue and I am to make
every attempt to recover the rabbit.

I will NOT give or sell the rabbit(s) to another person, relative, or any other individual,
or another rescue/shelter.

I will not remove the rabbit's microchip

I will immediately notify Save A Bun Rabbit Rescue in the event of the rabbit's death
during the foster care period, if it were to happen.

I will immediately notify Save A Bun Rabbit Rescue of any changes to address, phone
number, or email address.

I will immediately notify Save A Bun Rabbit Rescue if I need to return the rabbit(s) to
the rescue for any reason.

I will immediately return the rabbit(s) in my foster care to Save A Bun Rabbit Rescue
at the request of Save A Bun at any time and for any reason.

Should I decide to adopt the rabbit(s), I will notify Save A Bun Rabbit Rescue and
follow the adoption process.
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FOSTER

I agree to foster the rabbit(s) at my own risk, and indemnify and release Save A Bun
Rabbit Rescue of any and all liability arising from damages to person(s) or property
caused by the foster rabbit(s).

If Save A Bun Rabbit Rescue is forced to take action to enforce this agreement, I agree
to indemnify Save A  Bun Rabbit Rescue for all court costs and attorney's fees
connected to such action.

I understand that after the 3 months is up I am required to make the decision of
either returning foster rabbit(s) or adopting the rabbit(s).

Page 11



CAGE/HUTCH.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

WATER BOWL/CROC.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

FEEDER.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

GARBAGE CAN/ FOOD CONTAINER (OPTIONAL)

FOOD SCOOP (OPTIONAL). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

FOOD (50LBS BAG). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

HAY (1 BALE). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

TREATS.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

CARRIER.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

NAIL CLIPPERS.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

LITTER PAN.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

**THIS DOES NOT INCLUDE SPECIAL

CURCUMSTANCES LIKE VETERINARY CARE**

$30-200

$0.50-5

$1-10

$10

$0.50-$2

$25-50

$18-30

$7-10

$20-30

$4-6

$2-20

 

R A B B I T  I T E M S
price list

I T E M S  E S T I M A T E D  C O S T S
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Just like cats, bunnies can be litter trained,
which is why so many bunny owners are able
to let their buns run free in the house. Most
rabbits prefer to do their business in one
spot, and so litter training comes naturally.

RABBITS NEED 
 ACCESS TO WATER
AT ALL TIMES

L I K E  C A T S  A N D
D O G S  R A B B I T S

N E E D  T O  B E
S P A Y E D  A N D

N E U T E R E D  T O
I M P R O V E  H E A L T H

A N D  B E H A V I O R

Rabbits can be litter trained

They can live 5+ years old

They can make wonderful companions

Rabbits generally live for 5 to 8 years
depending on their environment and breed,
but they can live for as long as 12 years. If you
decide to purchase a rabbit, make sure you
are prepared to care for them that long.

They make wonderful, intelligent
companions for wonderful, intelligent
people! Each rabbit has a different
personality just like each person does. A new
rabbit owner should be willing to learn a new
language when she brings home a rabbit as
a companion. A rabbit will teach you a new
way of looking at the world!

Rabbits like to play with toys, such as
cardboard boxes, wire cat balls, hard
plastic baby keys, and untreated willow
baskets.
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Rabbits need to have things of their own
to chew on (or they might nibble/chew on
your things)

RABBITS NEED TO BE PROTECTED FROM
PREDATORS, POSIONS, EXTREME
TEMPERATURES SUCH AS HEAT,
ELECTRICAL CORDS, AND ROUGH
HANDLING. 

Rabbits can chitter
when content

BASIC FACTS



Rabbits are delicate, ground loving creatures. Most
rabbits do not like to be held or handled, and may try
to escape a well-meaning child's arms by biting and
scratching. In addition, a rabbit's back may easily be
broken as a result of improper handling. 

Simply placing a rabbit in an outdoor hutch with minimal
interaction does result in a boring pet. However with
regular interaction from you and plenty of running space
for a bunny to binky and play, a rabbit then is a great
fun-loving pet to have.

Myth: Rabbits are low-matintenance pets and
don't live long

Rabbits are not good starter pets for children

Rabbits are interesting and have
personalities

Quick facts about rabbits

Rabbits have similar needs to other household pets. A sick
bunny needs medical care from a vet. Rabbits have special
diet needs. A properly cared for rabbit can live 5-14 years.
They are quite a commitment. 
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How do I choose
the right breed?

The importance of breeds: it is important to know the
different breeds of rabbits because breed affects size,
temperament, and maintenance.

These are some examples, there are a lot more breeds.

XLarge breeds: Flemish, and Continental giants

Large breeds: New Zealand, Californian, and
Satin

Medium breeds: Polish dwarf, Netherland dwarf,
Mini lop, Holland Lop, Dutch, and Rex

Wool breeds: Angoras, American Fuzzy Lops,
And Jersey Woolies
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Xlarge breeds, averaging 18 to 55 lbs. have personalities as a
docile. However they only live 2-3 years



Small Breeds and medium breeds are most often kept as pets.
They are fairly calm and have a medium food intake. Most require
an average amount of care. The smaller breeds may be less calm
and more feisty. 

Wool Breeds are high maintenance. Their wool requires daily
grooming. They are moderately calm and have a fairly low food
intake.
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Large breeds, averaging 9 to 12 lbs, are generally calm and
require and average amount of care, so they make good pets for
older children, because of their larger sizes. But they generally
cost more to maintain.



A rabbit should always have hay
available 

Good quality hay should be green, smell sweet and
not be dusty.
Using a hayrack prevents hay from being soiled on the
floor.
You can also buy it in bulk with our Hay Lady.
Contact our Hay Lady at (208) 867-4084

I       Hay 
Hay is high in fiber and the most
important part of a rabbit's diet

Hay helps prevent serious gut problems
Chewing hay wears down a rabbits teeth,
stopping the teeth from overgrowing
Hay also provides vitamins, minerals, and protein
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•  N U T R I T I O N   •
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Cookies

 

Candy



•  N U T R I T I O N   •
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RABBIT APPROVED
GUIDE TO PLANTS

Beet greens
Mustard greens
Radish tops
Spinach
Sprouts
Swiss chard
Kale

DIET DAILY NEEDS

LEAFY PLANT GREENS

80% fresh hay
10% veggies/herbs
5% food pellets
5% flowers/fruit

High in oxalic acid (to be given in
small amounts)

Arugula
Bok choy
Chicory
Carrot tops
Cucumber leaves
Dandelion greens
Endive
Fennel
Friese lettuce
Mache
Radicchio 
Raspberry leaves
Red or green lettuce 
Romaine lettuce
Spring greens
Turnip greens 

LEAFY PLANT GREENS
Low in oxalic acid

Watercress
Wheatgrass
Yu choy
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RABBIT APPROVED
GUIDE TO PLANTS

Bell peppers
Brussel sprouts (to be given sparingly)
Cabbage
Carrots (to be given sparingly)
Celery (cut into small pieces)
Summer squash
Chinease pea pods
Kohlrabi
Zucchini squash

NON- LEAFY VEGETABLE PLANTS

Basil
Cilantro
Coriander
Dill leaves
Lemon balm
Mint
Nettle
Oregano
Parsley
Rosemary
Sage
Tarragon
Thyme

HERB PLANTS
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Borage
Caraway
Chamomile
Chervil
Clover
Comfrey
Hibiscus
Lady's Smock
Lavender
Lovage
Nasturtiums
Pansies
Roses
Salad Burnet

RABBIT APPROVED
GUIDE TO PLANTS

FLOWERING PLANTS

Apple
Apricot
Banana
Berries
Cherries
Currants
Kiwi
Papaya
Pear
Peach
Pineapple
Plum
Mango
Melons
Nectarine
Star fruit
Strawberry
Blueberries

FRUIT BEARING PLANTS
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Rabbits teeth never stop growing?? Chewing is normal,
natural, and necessary for rabbits. Please provide safe
chewing options for your rabbit(s).

RABBIT APPROVED
GUIDE TO CHEWING

DID YOU KNOW?
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HAY
RABBITS SHOULD ALWAYS HAVE ACCESS TO UNLIMITED
HAY. GREAT FOR TEETH AND DIGESTION

APPLE BRANCH
ASH
ASPEN
BIRCH
CRAB APPLE BRANCH
HAWTHORN
HAZEL
JUNIPER
MAPLE
PEAR
POPLAR
ROSE

TREE/BUSH BRANCHES

SPRUCE
WILLOW



RABBIT APPROVED
GUIDE TO CHEWING
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DRIED PINE CONES
WOVEN MATS
BASKETS
TUNNELS
WOOD TOYS
WICKER
WOODEN SPOONS

WOOD ITEMS

CLEAN CARDBOARD
PAPER TOWEL ROLL
TOILET PAPER ROLLS
BRAIDED GRASS
ALFALFA BLOCK
ROUND OATMEAL
CONTAINER
TIMOTHY HAY BLOCKS
WOVEN TIMOTHY
PRODUCTS
SEAGRASS PRODUCTS

OTHER
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When purchasing a rabbit, a health check is an easy way to see if the

rabbit is in good health. In addition, a health check should be done at

at least once or twice a year on the rabbits that you own.

The Health Check:
Ears

The ears should be clean inside. A brown, crusty appearance would suggest ear mites.
You can get rid of ear mites by placing a few drops of mineral oil in the rabbit’s ears
and then cleaning the ears with a cotton swab. Do this daily for three days and then
wait ten days. Repeat if necessary.

Eyes

Check to make sure that there is no discharge, which would mean the rabbit has weepy
eye and that there is no cloudiness, which could mean the rabbit is blind.

Nose

The nose should be clean and dry. A discharge from the nose and crusty fur on the
front legs would indicate that the rabbit has a cold. It can also indicate a serious disease
called snuffles.

Teeth

The front teeth should line up with a slight overlap present. If one set of teeth is longer
than normal, it indicates that the rabbit has malocclusion or buck teeth. Rabbits with
this condition will have to have their teeth trimmed regularly by a veterinarian.

Front/Hind Feet

A rabbit’s legs should stretch out straight and have five toenails on the front feet and
four toenails on the hind feet. Also check the bottom of the front and hind feet for
redness, which would indicate sore hocks. Sore hocks are treatable with udder balm,
but can be an indicator of poor cage sanitation.
When treating a rabbit with sore hocks, place a board in the rabbit’s cage to keep sore
skin up off of the wire.
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Stomach

By running your hand over the rabbit’s belly, feel for any abscesses that may be
present. An abscess must be drained to prevent further infection. Check genitals for
discharge or malformations.

Tail

The tail should also stretch out straight. The presence of a crooked tail would indicate a
wry tail. The tail should also be clean from any urine or droppings.

Body Condition

Overall the body should be clean, smooth and firm
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